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Our 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization works with San 

Jose Animal Care and Services 

(SJACS) to reduce the number 

of adoptable animals  

euthanized at the shelter. 

PAWS for SJACS 

Our Focus 

 Encourage adoptions 

 Promote spay/neuter of pets 

 Promote TNR (Trap-Neuter-
Return) of feral cats 

 Provide educational resources 

 Support animal rescue groups 

1-877-PAWS4SJ (1-877-729-7475) 
www.PAWSforSJACS.org  

Find us on Facebook at paws4sjacs  

Pet Awareness Welfare Society for SJACS  
2633 S. Bascom Ave.  
Campbell, CA 95008  

PAWS for SJACS is proud to be a part of the many new pro-
grams that 2017 brings to SJACS. Here are a few: 
 
With Found Animals microchips supplied by SJACS, PAWS and 
Dr. RRRS Vaccine Clinic are providing microchip insertion at min-
imal cost to pet owners.  
 
We are assisting SJACS in their commitment to Mission Reunite, 
which helps owners find their lost pets by providing large, 
bright lost and found pet posters as well as important guidance.  
 
In February, when SJACS had an abundance of bunnies availa-
ble for adoption, but no cats, PAWS hosted the first bunny 
adoption event at PetSmart Curtner for their Adoption Days. It 
was a success, resulting in one adoption that day, followed by 
several adoptions on subsequent days. 
 
SJACS is beginning to run more IDEXX veterinary diagnostic 
tests in-house, and PAWS purchased a refrigerator/freezer for 
the IDEXX samples. Vets get test results more quickly and can 
diagnose or rule out possible ailments and start treatment 
sooner, which means animals are ready for adoption faster. 
 
We are helping SJACS to expand the underage kitten foster 
program. The goal is to double both the number of SJACS fos-
ter homes and foster kitties this year, and the expansion will 
also include healthy bottle babies. We are already supplying 
food and consulting on best practices. 
 
PAWS held a fundraiser this month at J. Lohr Vineyards & 

Wines. It was good fun and a profitable event. Thank you to 

those who participated. 
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Fear of Fireworks- Protect Your Pet! 

Celebrating our Independence Day on 
the 4th of July is a lot of fun for kids 
and adults alike. Unfortunately, a lot of 
animals, especially dogs, are terrified by 
the noise of fireworks. And because 
their hearing is much more sensitive 
than ours, dogs and cats can hear fire-
works from further away than we can. 

Every year, more lost animals are 
brought into animal shelters around 
the 4th of July than any other time of 
year. This is because the fright-
ened animals frantically dig, 
climb, or jump to escape 
from their yard, or pull 
away from owners, 
trying to run away 
from the sound. 

Here are some sugges-
tions to help you pro-
tect your pet during this 
season: 

Microchip your pet. This greatly 
increases the chance that a lost pet will 
be returned to you. You can also now 
buy a GPS dog collar. They are helpful 
in a physical search.  

Keep pets indoors. It’s harder 
to escape from inside a house 
than from a yard, so keep your 
pet inside the house and close 
the windows. 

Let your pet go someplace 
safe. Some animals like to hide 
from fireworks. If that makes 
them feel more comfortable, 
let them do it, as long as it isn’t 
harmful to them. 

Often they’ll hide in 
a bathroom, be-

hind a toilet or 
in a tub or 
sink. 

Put on 
soothing 

sounds. 
Drown out the 

sound of fireworks 
with soft music or a 

quiet movie or TV. 

Stay home. It’s usually more frighten-
ing to be alone. Having a calm human 
can help a pet feel safer. 

Stay calm. Don’t get upset about your 
pet’s reaction to the noise. Your pet 
will pick up on it and will likely get more 
upset.  

Calm your pet. Stay calm and if your 
pet isn’t hiding, hug and pet your ani-
mal and talk soothingly. You can also 
use pet anxiety wraps that you can buy 
at most pet stores, or wrap your pet 
snuggly in a towel, t-shirt, bandage, etc. 
There are lots of examples of how to 
do this if you search “dog anxiety 
wrap” on YouTube. 

Volunteer Opportunities! 

Been thinking you’d like to help homeless animals but only 
have a little time to give?  

By volunteering with PAWS for SJACS, you’re supporting the 
animals at the San Jose Animal Care Center. 

Here are some things you can do that only require a few 
hours a month. Most require little or no experience. 
 

 Posting notices and stories on our Facebook page 

 Transporting animals 

 Writing stories about the animals we help 

 Staffing tables at events 

 Fostering kittens through SJACS 

 Contacting newspapers to get pet-related articles writ-
ten 

 Helping at our vaccine clinics: handing out information, 
filling out forms, check-out register, etc. 

 Translating our materials into Spanish or Vietnamese 

 Updating our website 

 Updating our supporter database 

 Writing for the newsletter 
 

If you’re interested in volunteering, email us 
at info@paws4sjacs.org or call 877-729-7475. 

Hiding under a blanket works too 
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Microchip Magic 

Have you done everything you 
can to ensure your pet’s return 
if your pet were lost or stolen? 

If your pet were stolen, can you 
prove the animal is yours? 

Microchips protect your pet by providing a way to identify 
who owns the pet. Microchips help shelters find an animal’s 
owner so the pet can be returned. They are also proof that 
the animal belongs to you, should someone find or steal it. 

How Do Microchips Work? 

Microchips are tiny electronic 
chips wrapped in glass. They are 
about the size of a large grain of 
rice. An injector that looks like a 
large needle is used to implant the 
chip under your pet’s skin, usually 
between the shoulder blades in 
dogs and cats. Each chip has a 
unique number associated with it, 

which is used to identify your pet. The only information the 
chip contains is the ID number. It does not contain any infor-
mation about you or your pet. The ID number is matched to 
you in a database maintained by the chip manufacturer. 

To “read” the chip, you need a special tool called a micro-
chip scanner. Animal shelters and most veterinarians have 
scanners. The handheld scanner is slowly moved over the 
animal’s body. If a chip is present, the scanner picks up the 
radio frequency from the chip and the chip ID number dis-
plays on the scanner. The vet or shelter then contacts the 
manufacturer of the chip to let them know the pet was 
found, and the manufacturer contacts the pet owner listed 
in their database. 

This last step is why it’s critical for the pet owner to register 
the microchip with the manufacturer. A microchip that hasn’t 
been registered is useless! The manufacturer cannot contact 
you to let you know that someone found your pet if they 
don’t have your contact information. If you move, be sure to 
give the manufacturer your new contact information. 

It’s also helpful to keep the microchip number and contact 
information for the chip manufacturer in a handy location. 
That way, if your pet is lost or stolen, you can notify the chip 
manufacturer. They will need the chip’s ID number. 

Does it Hurt to Implant a Microchip? 

Most animals don’t react to implant-
ing the chip. Some animals, however, 
are more sensitive about getting injections and might yelp 
or whine. While it can be disturbing to hear your pet yelp, 
keep in mind how much more disturbing it would be to lose 
your pet and never see them again! 

There will often be a little bleeding at the injection site. That 
is normal. Once it is implanted, there are no negative side-
effects from the chip. 

According to the American Veterinary Medical Association: 

“A study of more than 7,700 stray animals at animal shelters 
showed that dogs without microchips were returned to 
their owners 21.9% of the time, whereas microchipped dogs 
were returned to their owners 52.2% of the time. Cats with-
out microchips were reunited with their owners only 1.8% of 
the time, whereas microchipped cats went back home 38.5% 
of the time. For microchipped animals that weren't returned 
to their owners, most of the time it was due to incorrect 
owner information (or no owner information) in the micro-
chip registry database – so don't forget to register and keep 
your information updated.” 

See https://www.avma.org/KB/Resources/FAQs/Pages/
Microchipping-of-animals-FAQ.aspx for more information 
about microchipping your pet.  

Image credit:  http://blog.adoptandshop.org 

https://www.avma.org/KB/Resources/FAQs/Pages/Microchipping-of-animals-FAQ.aspx
https://www.avma.org/KB/Resources/FAQs/Pages/Microchipping-of-animals-FAQ.aspx
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Leptospirosis in the Bay Area 

Gift of KONGs Provides Enrichment 

PAWS is helping dogs housed long-term at SJACS by 
providing KONG enrichment toys to help alleviate bore-
dom. 

Many dogs stay for at least a week and sometimes into 
months depending on why they are there. Often these 
long-term dogs are confiscation cases and direct contact 
isn’t encouraged, so this provides stimulation when other 
activities are not an option. 

The KONGs can be stuffed with treats or regular wet dog 
food and then frozen. Dogs can be entertained for a long 
time while lapping out the treats as the KONG thaws.  

PAWS also bought the shelter a freezer to hold prepared 
KONGs until they are distributed to the doggies. 

PAWS Vaccine Clinic had a great 2016, vaccinating over 
3,000 animals. With the money raised, PAWS purchased 
for the shelter animals: 50 Kongs, 10 cases of cat scratch-
ers, 2 cases of Zuk Treats and 200 Cat toys. We also pur-
chased supplies for Save a Kitten/Foster Program - KMR 
milk replacement and bottle feeding sets, 40 bags of Baby 
Cat kibble and 40 cases of canned kitten food. 

We want to thank the many volunteers that made this all 
possible. Without their help, we would not be able to pro-
vide the low-cost vaccine service.  

Check us out at www.PAWS4SJACS.org for more infor-
mation. 

Vaccine Clinic 

In recent months, there have been cas-
es of Leptospirosis in dogs in San Fran-
cisco and Fresno. What is Leptospiro-
sis? It is an infectious disease caused by 
the bacteria, Leptospira. Symptoms in 
dogs can vary, but lethargy, vomiting 
and diarrhea are common. Many cases 
can be mild, but other can be severe 
and cause damage to the animal’s kid-
neys and liver and without treatment, 
can be fatal. 

The Leptospira bacteria can be 
found in water that has been con-
taminated by urine from an in-
fected animal such as raccoons, 
skunks, opossums, rats, deer and 
other wildlife as well as pets or 
livestock. The bacteria can survive 
in water, mud or damp soil for 
months.  

Leptospirosis was a reportable 
disease in California until 1995. 
California averaged in humans 2.8 
cases a year. From 1997 to 2001, 

that increased to 6.8 cases a year. Most 
cases were in people that had visited 
Hawaii, Malaysia and other tropical lo-
cations. Overall, Leptospirosis is a rare 
disease in California, but it has been on 
the rise.  

Leptospirosis vaccine is not included 
with the regular “core vaccines” given 
routinely to many dogs. The reason 

that it was excluded from the “core 
vaccines” is that there are 200 sero-
types and the current vaccines do not 
contain all serotypes. Most vaccines 
currently available only contain four 
serotypes. UC Davis reports that the 
efficacies of the vaccine against infec-
tion is between 50 to 75% with a dura-
tion of about 1 year. In the past, the 
vaccine was also associated with caus-

ing adverse reactions more fre-
quent than other vaccines. The 
newer vaccines seem to cause 
less adverse reactions.  

To protect your dog, one should 
keep rodent populations under 
control, avoid leaving food out-
side one’s house that could at-
tract raccoons, rats and other 
wildlife and limit your dog’s expo-
sure to stagnant or standing wa-
ter. You should discuss with your 
veterinarian to determine if the 
vaccine is right for your dog, 
weighing the risks and benefits. 

http://www.PAWS4SJACS.org
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Kittens Are Everywhere, What Can I Do? 

Kitten season is upon us! It seems that 
everywhere you turn, there are kittens, 
and pregnant cats. What can you do to 
help? First, let me share some sobering 
facts: 

 In this climate, cats will cycle into heat and 
deliver litters of kittens up to three times each 
year. 

 Cats can cycle back into 
heat within 6-8 weeks of 
giving birth, and in rare 
(but in increasingly more 
frequent) occasions, can 
cycle back into heat within 
one week of giving birth. 

 Kittens as young as four 
months can cycle into heat 
and become pregnant. 

 Over the span of eight 
short years, an unspayed 
female cat, her mate and 
their offspring, producing 
two litters per year, with 
2.8 surviving kittens will 
add up to 2,072,514 kittens. 

If you would like to do 
something to help this season, here is 
what you can do: 

If you see a litter of kittens in your 
backyard or shed or in some bushes, 
leave them alone! Do not scoop them 
up and take them to your local shelter 
or attempt to nurture them yourself.  
Cats instinctively will move their kittens 
several times - when they feel unsafe, 
when they want to be in a warmer, 
more protected location or when they 
want to be relatively close to a food 
source. If the mother cat gets interrupt-
ed during one of these moves, she may 
leave a kitten(s) behind. Rest assured, 
she is not far away, and as soon as she 
can safely return, she will come back 
for the kittens. 

Do not remove the mother and litter of 

kittens and relocate them to a “safer” 
place. Community cats/ferals feel safest 
in their home environment. Any chang-
es to that will likely stress the mom and 
may cause her milk to dry up, leaving 
you with hungry or starving kittens and 
a very unhappy mother cat. Additional-
ly, keeping the mother cat from her 

colony for a prolonged period of time 
may place her at risk of being accepted 
back into the colony at a later date. So, 
before you act on that impulse to help 
the mother cat by relocating her and 
her kittens, ask yourself the following 
questions:  

 Do you have a safe and quiet space 
that can accommodate the mother 
and kittens for up to eight weeks or 
longer?  

 Can you tolerate the fleas that will 
most certainly come with the mother 
and kittens?  

 Are you comfortable working with 
and caring for an adult feral cat that 
may be especially stressed or anxious 
due to the circumstances?  

 Do you have a backup plan in the 
event that this doesn’t work out? 

If your answer is “No” to any of these 
questions, do yourself - and the mother 
cat and kittens - a favor. Leave them 
where they are.  

Provide high quality food and fresh 
water for the moth-
er cat, ideally putting 
out food and water 
twice daily, and at 
the same time(s) 
each day. DO NOT 
feed the cat or kit-
tens dairy (cow’s) 
milk, as the lactose 
can cause life-
threatening diar-
rhea. The cat will 
acclimate to the rou-
tine, and will bring 
her kittens to the 
food source when 
they are approxi-
mately 4 weeks old. 

That is the perfect time to pull the kit-
tens, socialize them and begin looking 
to find them a good home once they 
are altered. It is also the best time to 
get the mom in and spayed – before 
she becomes pregnant again. 

If she is friendly, place food in a cat car-
rier, and close the door behind her 
when she enters to eat. If she is feral, 
use a humane cat trap to capture her. 
(See the end of this article for an array 
of low cost/no cost spay/neuter options 
for Santa Clara County residents.) 

Have the kittens spayed/neutered be-
fore you send them off to their forever, 
adoptive homes. Kittens can safely be 

Continued on next page 
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For the past 5 years PAWS has had a voucher program where we will pay from $100 to $300 of the bill for a dog to be 

spayed or neutered with registered veterinarians. Since program inception we have paid out $80,600 and altered over 670 

dogs. In just this fiscal year (July to June) we have paid out $23,400 and altered over 180 dogs. 

Spay/Neuter Voucher Program 

Kittens are Everywhere continued... 

altered once they weigh two pounds, which is at approxi-
mately eight weeks of age. 

Shelters are required by law to have kittens altered before 
they are adopted, so they routinely perform spay/neuters at 
8 weeks old. Kittens recover quickly at this age and studies 
show no ill effects of spaying early in kittenhood. Moreover, 
kittens can cycle into heat as young as four months of age, 
so having them altered at 8 weeks ensures that there are no 
future “oops” litters of unwanted kittens born. 

Santa Clara County residents are fortunate to have a large 
number of affordable resources for spay and neuter. Please 
visit the following websites to get detailed information on 
low cost spay/neuter options or call the PAWS hotline for 
advice at 877- 729 -7475 (877-PAWS4SJ): 

www.sanjoseanimals.com/spayNeutInfo.asp 

www.sccgov.org/sites/acc/spayneuterprogram 

www.cityof paloalto.org 

www.svaca.com 

www.hssv.org 

You Want Flies With That? 

It's been quite a winter in California, as you know, with a ton 

of rain everywhere. It's nice to end the drought, but what is 

coming when it warms up soon will likely be far more flies 

than normal. 

The reason you will have more flies is that fly reproduction 

is very sensitive to moisture. The larvae (maggot) will only 

successfully reproduce in rotting organic material that has 

between 40-60% moisture content. Most of the time in 

California in a normal year, fecal matter will have dried to 

below that level within 5 days of being dropped. With all 

the rain, much more material will still be at perfect damp-

ness when it warms up. This can result in a huge increase in 

flies, particularly Biting Stable Flies in early spring. 

There are a few things you can do to help curb fly breeding. 

Do everything you can to dry up as quickly as possible all the 

fly breeding areas. Picking up fecal matter and disposing of 

quickly is key, but also picking up vegetative matter, that 

could be rotting like 

downed leaves or small 

piles. 

The first flies you normally 

see are Biting Stable Flies. 

The only trap that will catch 

those is the design like Bite 

Free Stable fly trap. You can 

find these on line or at Trac-

tor supply or other feed supply stores. 

For House Flies use odor traps (the one you add water to) 

100 feet or more away from animals, for near animals use 

sticky traps in kennel runs etc. 



 

All prices subject to change without notice. 
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PAWS-Dr. Rusher’s Rescue Relief Service Vaccine Clinic 

A low-cost vaccine clinic where you can save money and help needy animals. 

For more information: 
pawsvaccineclinic@gmail.com 
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Need flea and tick treatment and don't have time to come to a clinic?   You can buy them online!  

Use the links below and a portion of every purchase goes to help PAWS continue our programs to help the animals at the San Jose 

Animal Care Center.  

VetSource: http://drrrrs.vetsourceweb.com/site/view/HomeDelivery.pml 

Vet First Choice: http://rusherrescuerelief.vetsfirstchoice.com 

Thanks for your support! 

1st and 3rd Saturday of every month 
9:00-11:00 am 

San Jose Animal Care Center 
2750 Monterey Road 
San Jose, CA 95111 

Vaccines  

DA2PP (5-in-1)  $15 

DHLPP (4-way/Lepto)  $20 

Bordetella  $20 

Lyme  $25 

Rabies  $6 

Tests  

Heartworm  $25 

Fecal  $40 

DNA Testing  $70 

Dog Packages  

Puppy DA2PP, deworming, flea preventative $35 

Healthy Dog DA2PP, Rabies, flea preventative $27 

Boarding Dog DA2PP, Bordetella, flea preventative $40 

Preventatives  

Flea Advantage  

Flea & Tick Frontline, Advantix  

Heartworm Advantage Multi, Heartguard Plus, Iverhart Max 

For Dogs 

Cat Packages 

Kitten FVRCP, deworming, flea preventative $35 

Healthy Cat FVRCP, Rabies, flea preventative $27 

Outdoor Cat FVRCP, FeLV, flea preventative $40 

Preventatives 

Flea Advantage  

Flea & Tick Frontline 

Heartworm Advantage Multi 

Tests  

FeLV (Feline Leukemia)  $25 

FeLV/FIV Combo $35 

Fecal $40 

Vaccines  

FVRCP  $15 

FeLV (Feline Leukemia) $20 

Rabies  $6 

For Cats 

Clinic Services 
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We could use your help to do even more for 
animals at the San Jose Animal Care Center 

Donations can be made for specific uses or for our general fund use.  

 $__________ General Fund 

 $20 funds a feral cat spay/neuter procedure 

 $50 buys 9 martingale collars or 40 willow rings for small animals 

 $100 buys 8 Feliway refills or 70 cat scratchers 

 $250 helps to cover emergency surgery and medical care  

$__________ Medical Fund Dog—Cat—Bird—Rabbit—All  (Circle one) 

$__________ Special Project: __________________________________ 

$__________ Total Donation All donations are 100% tax deductible. 
 
Send your donation to:  PAWS for SJACS  
    2633 S. Bascom Ave. 
    Campbell, CA 95008 

Or go to our website PAWSforSJACS.org and use our PayPal button. 

PAWS for San Jose Animal Care and Services 

2633 S. Bascom Ave. 

Campbell, CA 95008 

 

877-PAWS4SJ 

www.PAWSforSJACS.org 

 


